personality. He should have been more just t M. de Balmain, the only one who has really takei to heart the common interests of the commission to which by excess of zeal he has sacrificed his healtl and repose. M. de Montchenu should not have for gotten that it is to Balmain that the mission owe any degree of interest that it possesses. But h has never been able to make up his mind to join Bal main in a simple visit to the inhabitants of Long wood. He has chattered a good deal, alway: blamed what he did not do himself, and has himsel never done anything when the opportunity offered He has occupied himself with disputes of precedence and things have now taken such a turn that the pos' of Longwood will not be captured without a thousand difficulties/'
It is unnecessary to add anything to the description of Montchenu by Montchenu's secretary. We may pass to the commissioner who, in the secretary's opinion, shone so much in comparison with his own chief.
The Count of Balmain, the Russian commissioner, was one of the Ramsays of Balmain, or, rather, of a branch settled in Russia for a century and a quarter. He began inauspiciously by proposing to bring a young Parisian seamstress with him in an unofificial capacity, but this scandal appears to have been averted by the horror of the other commissioners. Not that such a proceeding would have conspicuously jarred with the morals of St. Helena, for, if we may credit our French chroniclers, the naval chiefs there lived with mistresses; and the loves of Gourgaud himself, if we may judge from his innuendoes, were neither limited nor refined.
156at his criticisms on his colleagues are unfounded, and are too much colored by his own
